REGISTER 


$1.50 FOUNDEDIN1905 FACEBOOK.COM/OCREGISTER TWITTER.COM/OCREGISTER 


Tuesday, July 17, 2018 


THE ORANGE COUNTY 


ocregister.com 


U.S.-RUSSIA SUMMIT 


TRUMP SIDES WITH 
PUTIN ON MEDDLING 


2016 election: At Russian leader’s side, president questions U.S. intelligence conclusion 
Reaction: Democrats, some in GOP, condemn statement; ex-CIA director calls it ‘treasonous’ 


By Julie Hirschfeld Davis 
The New York Times 


HELSINKI » President Donald Trump stood next 
to President Vladimir Putin of Russia on Mon- 
day and publicly challenged the conclusion of 
his own intelligence agencies that Moscow inter- 
fered in the 2016 presidential election, wrapping 
up what he called a “deeply productive” summit 
with an extraordinary show of trust for a leader 
accused of attacking American democracy. 

“They said they think it’s Russia; I have Pres- 
ident Putin, he just said it’s not Russia,” Trump 
said, only moments after the Russian president 
conceded that he had favored Trump in the elec- 
tion because of his promises of warmer relations 
with Moscow. 

“T will say this: I don’t see any reason why it 
would be” Russia that was responsible for the 
election hacking, Trump added. “I have great 
confidence in my intelligence people, but I will 
tell you that President Putin was extremely 


strong and powerful in his denial today.” 

The 45-minute news conference offered the 
remarkable spectacle of the American and Rus- 
sian presidents both pushing back on the no- 
tion of Moscow’s election interference, with Pu- 
tin demanding evidence of something he said 
had never been proved and Trump appearing 
to agree. 

When asked directly whether he believed Pu- 
tin or his own intelligence agencies, Trump said 
there were “two thoughts” on the matter and 
then changed the subject, demanding to know 
why the FBI never examined the hacked com- 
puter servers of the Democratic National Com- 
mittee and asking about the fate of emails miss- 
ing from the server of Hillary Clinton, his cam- 
paign rival. 

“Where are those servers?” Trump said. 
“Where are Hillary Clinton’s emails?” 

His performance drew protests from Demo- 
crats and some Republicans, prompting John 
Brennan, who served as CIA director under Pres- 
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Russian President Vladimir 
Putin gives a soccer ball 
to President Donald Trump 
during a news conference 
after their meeting at the 
Presidential Palace in 
Helsinki on Monday. 
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INSIDE 


Trump sheds all notions 
of how a president should 
conduct himself abroad. 
PAGE All 


A gun-rights activist living 
in Washington is accused 
of acting as a Russian 
agent. 
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LAKE FOREST 


Woman, two firefighters are 
badly stung by bee swarm 

A woman was in critical condition 
Monday after she was stung as 
many as 200 times by bees in 

Lake Forest. Two firefighters were 
hospitalized after being stung while 
trying to help her. PAGE A3 


POLITICS 


Congressman Rohrabacher 
says video edited unfairly 


Rep. Dana Rohrabacher insists a 
satirical TV show that seemed 


BASEBALL 


to show him endorsing firearms 
training for kids as young as 4did 
not portray his views accurately. 
PAGE A3 


PATRICK SEMANSKY — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Max power from Muncy 

Max Muncy hits a home run in Monday's Home Run Derby in Washington. The slugger was 
eliminated by eventual winner Bryce Harper of the Nationals in the semifinals. PAGE B1 


ENVIRONMENT 


Officials 
wary of 
Poseidon 
desalination 
plant costs 


Concerns expected 
to be aired this week 


when OCWD considers 
new contract terms 


By Martin Wisckol 
mwisckol@scng.com 
@MartinWisckol on Twitter 


Water officials throughout 
drought-prone Southern Califor- 
nia are eager to bolster supplies 
and diversify sources, but some of 
them say desalination in Hunting- 
ton Beach isn’t the way to do it. 

Concerns of those skeptics — 
particularly cost — are expected 
to be front and center Wednesday 
when new contract terms are con- 
sidered for the Poseidon desalina- 
tion company’s proposal. Officials 
may want greater water security, 
but not necessarily at any price. 

“Everyone is very sensitive 
about the economic aspects,” said 
Denis Bilodeau, chairman of the 
Orange County Water District. 

Poseidon, which has spent two 
decades and more than $50 mil- 
lion pursuing the project, hopes 
to have its final two environmen- 
tal permits in hand next year. But 
first comes the updating of pro- 
spective, nonbinding contract 
terms with OCWD, which would 
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IMMIGRATION 


Judge halts 
deportation 
of reunited 
families 


By Elliot Spagat 
and Colleen Long 
The Associated Press 


SAN DIEGO » A federal judge on 
Monday ordered a temporary 
halt to deportations of immi- 
grant families reunited after be- 
ing separated at the border, as 
the Trump administration races 
to meet a July 26 deadline for put- 
ting thousands of children back in 
their parents’ arms. 

U.S. District Judge Dana Sa- 
braw imposed a delay of at least 
a week after a request from the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
which cited “persistent and in- 
creasing rumors ... that mass de- 
portations may be carried out im- 
minently and immediately upon 
reunification.” 

Justice Department attorney 
Scott Stewart opposed the delay 
but did not address the rumors 
in court. 
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SELFIE MUSEUM! 


VIP Experience tickets: $25 
(includes Fair admission) 
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BE THE FIRST TO EXPLORE OC FAIR’S FIRST EVER 


Opens July 20 - VIP: 5 p.m. General Admission: 7 p.m. 


July 13-Aug 12, 2018 
ocfair.com 


